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Ir; is very probable that the Italia 
"ki order of their government from the Romans. 
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conſiſting of every manual trade and profeſſion.” Tt D 
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5 wood, were very inartificially e, and their 


natural foreſts and fens. We learn exprelaly from 
Herodian, that fortified places' were, at. thoſe | 
times, altogether unknown. to the Britons z. the 


moment a Briton was attacked by a ſuperior foe, 


he retire: to, his native woods, and marſhes” and 
fens, wh ich were unknown to the enemy. Fa- 
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x. It is by no means probable; therefore; that 
b Caltle, ag a place of N was erected by 
the Britons, either before or during the Roman 
nen in the iſland, and there is a pretty con- 
Vir d by the Ro- 
mans in the eourſe of their reſidence in this neigh- 
bourhood. Tacitus informs us, that Ap gricola, 
after. driving the inhabitants beyond the Grampian =6 
mountains, fortified the iſthmus between the two 
Friths, and erected forts and out poſts on both. 


quarters of it. Old chronicles likewiſe tell 
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the great cauſeway, a work of his, run down Bel. 
lengeich *, not twelve yards from the old gates of 
the Caſtle. We know for certain, that Lolius 
Urbicus, the lieutenant of Antonius Pius, and the 
emperor Severus, had their reſidence at different 
times on the very ſpot upon which the Town and 
Caſtle are now fituated, and that they were em- 
ployed in ſtrengthening the barrier, already form · 
ed, acroſs the iſthmus, and' building forts in the- 
neighbourhood of it. On tlie edge of a hill, oppo- 
ite to the old gates of the Caſtle, is an inſeription be: 
upon a rock, which informs us that the el.“: 
venth legion kept watch, and were ſtationed there. 
This inſeription is mentioned by many old anti- : 
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| -: pert Sibbald alſo: tells us, in his account of the 8 
. mire, that he had i in his poſſeſſion a fibula, that i is, 
te nut of acroſs bow, an inſtrument uſed by the 
| Romans, which was dug up at Stirling fome'years 
| before he wrote *. We do not know who it was 
} that raiſed theſe works upon this rock, nor the 
ra when they were erected: They might have 
been built by Agricola in the year eighty-five 
when he was in this ſhire, or the year after, for he 
continued in ĩt two ſummers; by Lolius Urbicus 
in 1383 in 207 by Severus, for they all had along 
reſidence here; or afterwards by their nn. 
of whoſe cranſaQtions we 38 not know much. 
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EO rendered i It capable, at-an eaſy expence, and with- 
out much trouble, of being made a very ſtrong for- 
treſs ; 3. and it is probable the Romans would be- 
"Row exertions upon it, which other ſtations in the 
country, of ſmaller value, and of leſs natural ad- 
vantages did not merit. There appears to have 
deen works raiſed on more hills than the one up- 
on 1 the _ n. W the mans are 
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the remains of an old fort upon the vil, Which, 
in after times, came to be the Mote Hill of Stis- 
ling, built in a circular form. "The artificial work. 
on this hill has a peculiar ſtraQure hitherto ( 
far as I now) unnoticed: The hill on which it | 
ands is almoſt the termination of 8 5 
is ſeparated from the reſt, by a deep valley: The 
aſcent/is deep on every fide, but is almoſt hens | 
dicular tow: ds the N. W.: The work itkelf is | 
| nall'extent, of a cireular form, but conſiderably 
defaceck: The road is ſtill viſible, running in a 
e e Green tominds es opening in the Fes. 
pet on the ſouth- ide: About half way up* the 
wall, on the N. E., there i is the appeara ce of a 
bella or trench, which only extends about one 
_ Gfth of the ircumfer | 
though now. ſhallowy/ appears to have been) a 
conſiderable depth: To conceive properly its form 
and ſituation, we might ſuppoſe that the wall had 
been begun broader at the baſe on this ſide than 
as intended, and that, having raiſed the wall 
more than: half-way, they ſuddenly carried it in- 
wards about ſix feet, and leſt the trench landing. 
It does not appear to have been altogether uſeleſs. 
or accidental, for a ſimilar ſtructure i is found in a- 
eng work —.— Abbe: + Craigy about « a me 


ce. of the work; and, e 
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; from the baſe, pre- 
eee ee argen 
with ſufficient-proofs of its vitrification, without 
putting him to much trouble. The erection on 
the Abbey Craig is much larger than the Mote 
Hill of Stirling; it is fituated on the highieſt 
part of the rock, and might anſwer all the pur 
poſes of defence in a rude age. I ages, chic 
is is ſemicircular, ſeems to have been · preferred fron 
the nature of the ground; the arch of che * 
ment being the parapet of the work, and where 
only it is acceſſible : The road leading to it is 
perfectly diſcernible, running in a ſerpentine 
courſe till it enters the fort on the north - ſide: 
The wall is of various heights, owing to the un- 
equality of the ground 3. in ſome places, on the 
dut . ſide, it is about twenty feet, and from fix to 
| ten on the inſide: It is ſo large, that it might 
ontain from 500 to 1000 men. On the N. EB. 
ade of this, as on the Mote Hill of Stirling, 
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ee eg pe alas. 118 be | 
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VI ns, very much ſwayed in all. hig, conduRt by 
favourites Who Were f requently obngxjons to the 
body gf, the nation 3, , 85 they Sang „ 
Pefechze de. perſons gl, mern tene, arp infe- 
wen geen, they | 1 failed ed rattle ne. 
 jealonly anghateed of the nobility. Thee . 
6derable of them, at this. n e Eſme He 
a, ning of France, and.” ey; Stewarts a wan, &f 
the, moſt, profligate chara@er,,. The former, he ” 
created, Abe of; Legugx, tow hich he had : 
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gether for that purpoſe. | The King Was detained 


by them till he found means to make his eſcape ; 


and having drawn together ſuch of the nobility as 
fill adhered to him, marched againſt Mar and the 
leaders of che faction, who, as they were inferior 
in numbers, made their ſubmiſſion and were par- 


doned. But, when the King's 8 former affection 


to his favourites Tevived, they cauſed him alter 
his conduct towards theſe lords, and Gowrie fell 


a victim to their reſentment: This nobleman, af. 


ter a very informal trial; was beheaded at Stirling 
on the 22d of May 1 584. Two days before this 
event, Mar and his aſſociates had ſeized the Caſtle 
of Stirling ; ; but being unable to maintain it, and 
terrified at the conſequences, as the King was 
threatening to advance upon them with an army 
20,000 ſtrong, they abandoned it, and fled. into 
En gap where they were Ee by Eliſabeth, 


Ta HE ite of Arran and Lennox had become 
un iverſally obnoxious, and the nation was determi. 5 
ned, at all events, to get rid of them, and the eyes 


of all men were turned to the baniſhed lords for 


gleliverance. Encouraged by ſecret promiſes of 
ſupport from home, and the favour of Elizabeth, 


they entered Scotland wih an army, and were 


welcomed 


135 
welcomed as the ſaviours of their country. Num- 
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bers flocked to their ſtandard; and without loſing | 


a moment they advanced to Stirling, where James | 
reſided, at the head of 10,000 men. James, 


though he had a ſuperior army, would not venture 


to face them with forces on whoſe loyalty he had 
not great dependence, but retired into the Caſtle; 
and Arran, although neither the Town nor Caſtle 


were provided for a ſiege, ſhut the gates of both; 
and the nobles encamped at St Ninian's. Next 
morning they made themſelves maſters of the 
Ton, (or, as is ſuppoſed, the Townſmen, who 
were not hearty in the royal cauſe, delivered 
it up to them) and then inveſted the Caftle. James 
hearkened to terms of accommodation but Ar- 


ran was obliged t to ſave. himſelf by. a precipt- 


tate je Bight. x 5 


cee works, « de jure regni apud Sco- 
tos, and his admonition to the True Lords,“ were 


publiſhed by Lyprivick, printer in | 8 about 
this ti time. 


N about this time likewiſe, » we find the pref. 
bytery of Stirling among the furious oppoſers of 
| 2 Montgomery, a weak man, one of 
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the miniſters of the City, through the intereſt of 
Lennox, had been, appointed archbiſhop. of Glaf- 


gow; and for this fingular offence, in thoſe days 
denominated. ſymony, the. ſentence of excommuni- | 
.cation,was thundered out againſt, him by his bre- 


| enn, and ane in Mike churches of nd. 


. 


Du al aftembly, of the church ſat here in 
d 985 8 et © 


In the. wars. N Ms To 0 ke. - Cove- 
e we find Stirling garriſoned by the latter; 


Montroſe, the day previous to the battle of Kil- 


ſyth, with his army croſſed-the Forth at the ford 
of, Calne: the enemies N being at that time 


I FTER the removal of the duke of Hamilton 


_ the command of the. King's forces in 1648, 
us. brother, Lanerick, was appointed general, a 

man aſpiring and ambitious, hut ho poſſeſſed 
none of the qualities neceſſary for ſo. Important a 
truſt. Argyle, the head of the covenanters, to 
ue Yis Mere words, , d by, the inftigation 


— 
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and afibince of the fanatic miniſters, «« gathered 


together in the weſt, a few herds, ploughmen, 


| weavers, coblers ; a parcet of unarmed and coward- 


ly fellows ; theſe were ſent to Edinburgh under 


the command of David Leflie, and were mounted 
on horſes which had been long doomed to the 


flavery of the cart and plough, with ſods inſtead of 
ſaddles, and balters inſtead of bridles!” Argyle 
followed Leflie, attended with 700 of | ſuch a 
mob, with whom he intended to garriſon Stirling, 


a place fit for his purpoſe.” Lanerick was on his 


way to Edinburgh at the head of a gallant army 
of 11,000 brave men, well armed, and zealouſſy 


attached to the royal cauſe. By an unaccounta- 


ble piece of conduct, he let flip an opportunity at 
Muſſelburgh bridge, where he might, at one blow, 
have put an end to the war, and reſtored peace to 
his country. When the covenanters ſaw, that, 
inſtead of attacking them with advantage, he re- 


_ called his ſoldiers, who were purſuing the flying 


enemy, and was retiring from Edinburgh, by 
the way of the Pentland Hills, they drew out 
their contemptible force and offered battle to the 
royal army: The officers and ſoldiers of Lanerick's 
my, fired with rage and paſſion, with-difficulty 
were reſtrained by their general from ruſhing- op 


_— | | Es 5 8 their 
T2 
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their deſpicable « enemy; and at his command they 
marched towards Stirling. On the march the | 
van of the royal army was commanded by George 


. Manro, a. brave and een officer; and Lane- 


rick brought up the rear at a great diſtance. In- 
formation was brought td Monro. on the march, 


tthat Argyle had that morning poſſeſfed Stirling 


8 2 


E 700 Higlanders, and fearing leaſt; Lanerick 


3 would again prevent an attack upon them, by ra- 


pid marches he arrived at Stirling before the ene. 
my had received notice of his deſigns. He found 
all the gates ſhut and guarded ; but, getting ad- 


mittance into che park, which of old kept che 


5 -; Hhunkucd. by Monro, he made his eſcape: - His 
ee S : ; © 


King's deer, he diſcovered a narrow gate leading 
into the Town from the ſouth; he alighted from 
his horſe, and breaking it in pieces, entered the 
Town, his ſoldiers entering one by one, being 
| hindered/ by the narrowneſs of che paſſage. When 
he firlt met the enemy, only fix of his men had 
come up to him; he attacked them with theſe 
only; the celerity aud ſuddenneſs of the blow a- 
| Koniſhed them; fear magnified the numbers of 
the aſſailantz; ſame fled, and among the reſt 
Argyle, who, by means of a fleet horſe got to the 
gate of the bridge, and, although he was cloſely 


men 


is * 's 


— 


* not what 66 805 and ran in "great con- 
fuſion” up and don the ftreets' and lanes, 

they were ſlaughtered by the enemy; 200 were 
killed, and thoſe who did not eſcape were taken 
priſoners. Monro did not long enjoy the reward 
of his good conduct and abilities; Lanerick was 


jealous of his growing military reputation; and 


found means to get him ſuperſeded im cn my 


He retired to the Continent ſhortly after this ex- 


yo and was e in the e ſerviceoFthoStates 
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ee plats Socks with he Ik ; 
it, t, Stirling Caſtle excepted; and Monk laid ſiege 


to it in 1651: The garriſon was well ſtored with 


proviſions of all kinds, and was bravely defended:; 


but who was governor: at that time I have not 
learned, unleſs it was the heritable governor Mar. 
From batteries which he erected, both on the 
church and tower, Monk fired upon the Caſtle, 
and after a long ſiege, and not until it was almoſt 
ruined,” it was furrendered up to him. The re 


cords of the nation, which had eſcaped the malici- 
ous RY: of e I. having? en ph mg _ 
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Charles II. intended to have ſent them back, with 


thoſe which had formerly been carried off by Ed- 
ward, to Scotland, and actually did it, but the ſhip 
was loſt an the 4s and all the n, Ag 


ed at ſea. 


Is 1662 the plague, which had been tremen- 
dous over the kingdom, made its way here, and 
many of the inhabitants fell victims to its ſeverity. 
When it reached Edinburgh, the courts of juſtice 


. adjourned here; and when it got here, they held 


them at Perth. The whole of the principal inha- 


bitants in the Town were either carried off by it, 


or left their houfes and fled; the provoſt and the! 
four bailies were among the number of the former. 


The inhabitants, abandoning the Town, erected 


tents on a field on the other fide of the river, 
where they remained till the peſtilence had ceaſed. 
The tombs of the four bailies are ſtill ſtanding in 
the church- yard, on the north · ide of the church, 


Vith an epitaph expreffive of their fate; and that 


of the provoſt is near the centre, having a ſimilar 
inſcription, till the tone was renewed. ſome years 


| Toronare all the more remote events, of cy | 


Book IM. UESTORY or rule. as 

diſtinction which have Happened in this Place, 
and they are ſelected from a multitude. of others, 
totally unintereſting and unimportant. , From the 


reſtoration of Charles II. till the year 1745, the : 


hiſtory of Scotland is altogether deſtitute of great 
events; and no city, during that ſpace, except E- 
dinburgh, is remarkable for any public tranſac- 


tions. Political exploits oecupied then, in many 


burghs, the place of exploits of a more exalted 
nature; and, at the cloſe of the 17th and begin- 
ning of the 18th century, the Town of Stirling, 
in particular, was famous for thoſe numerous and 
-unhappy.; contentions which aroſe between the 


privileges; and many long and ſevere law battles 
were fought between them, before they could 


be finally adjuſted. This period we may well 

term the æra of political jealouſy and party ſpirit, 
| whith: have been faithfully handed down to us; as 
our creed, in its primitive ſtate of purity ;. and un- 
| [eſs men of more elevate ſentiments be produced 


as a ſucceeding generation, we haye the fair pro- 


5 . a piece of bone information derte au 
a . 7 _ . | X ring 


an {mitting them indeed to the lateſt 


3 


erent communities about their ill underſtood | 
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ring this dark period, it may be curious is learn, 


that colonel John Erſkine, as our commiſſioner to 
parliament, voted in 1707 for the union een ; 


the two ane 


In the . of 


and moſt of his proclamations and orders are nn 
tom _ Town as his head ang 


. the rebellion of 1745, ie e dif. 
tinguiſhed itſelf i in a remarkable manner, and was 8 


che only unfortified place in Scot er 
inhabitants refuſed to ſubmit till whey! had ſecured 


an honourable capitulation. We will cloſe all our 
detail of memorable events, with a hiſtory of that 
eee far we Ay was concerned He. | 


3 the EY of 


Li goner's 


year 1715, the duke of . 
Argyle's army encamped in the fields of Stirling, 


0 ber, the" rchilb 1 
5 Perth, with the French auxiliaries, began to make 
preparations for viſiting the weſt country, and they 
intended to croſs the Forth, and lay fiege to both | 
| Edinburgh and Stirling Caſtles. On notice of this, 
all the regular regiments which could be ſpared | 
from the capital, marched for Stirling. Price's | 
foot arrives chere on che Gch of December, and 
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Ligoner's on the ninth. A. conſiderable body of 
the Glaſgow. and Paiſley mili itia, under the com- 
mand of the earls of Home and Glencairn, had: 
marched there about the ſame time: The Town 


had raiſed 400 men, who immediately joined the 15 


royal army, and were poſted ſo as to ſecure the 
bridge, and the fords at the head of the Forth. 
Theſe precautions effeually diſappointed the re- 


bels of their views upon Stirling Gaſtle at this 


time; and having made good their paſſage acroſs 
the Forth at the ford of the . = —_— 


3 oo as of 6.7 | 2 5 
| Oh the 1 of . ah 1 rebel army, 

amounting to 4000 men, cantoned in detachments 
in different parts of the country, were all on their 


march to Stirling, which they were reſolved to at- 
| tack : The Town, by this time, was entirely de - 


fenceleſs; the regular troops which were poſted 


there in November, had been withdrawn to ſecure 


the capital, which was at that tune in great danger; 
and the Glaſgow militia had been recalled on the 
approach of the rebel army to that town, and had 
retired. to the caſtle of Dunbarton. They had 
| only their own militia, and the ſoldiers of the 
a md by General Blackney. . 
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ren k, that moſt of the poor who are i in the | 
Towns. are the widows and children of id 
and old labourers who have come to the pl be, 
merely that their children and widows - may h 
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ru 1 it is nz, to cry out, « «fend 1 

to heir own pariſh, they do not belong to ours, 

| and we are not Pound to relieve them. bp The 
laws of juſtice and humanity, enjoin us, in our 
public charities, to relieve all, and they know no | 
diſtinction between thoſe who/ are born in a parti- 
cular Town, or who have made it their lateſt aſ- 
. Hlum, whether they have refided i in it for three 
. or hy yy * „ PR” 


itable donations, | 955 


* * 


n > * _ Fs 


er pes Fa: Set e, while 1 Oats are 
able, to the ſupport of the Town by their Lay 
labour, and conſequently, when old, i inactive, and 
jafirm, are entitled to] be 9 by tos charities. 
All towns which are p 
ſubſcribed, muſt expect that poor - funtlies' who | 
"if cannot ſublüſt upon the ſeanty allowance of their 
fellow pariſhioners, probably as needy. as them- 
_ hy will come to that place where they have 
a e of OT more liberally provided fory 
T 0 „ 5 and | 
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ty, che 3 are men of approved talents, 
piety, and zeal for religion. "The nanies of many 
of the miniſters who. have filled He cure. I 
Stirling, foil the page of theology and hiſtory : 25 
The moſt diſtinguiſhed of them are, in the eſta· 
bliſhed church, Montgomery, afterwards biſhop 
of Glaſgow ; (we mention him more on account 
of his temporary elevation in the church, than 
From any clevation of charaQer, or ſuperiority « | 
abilities), Guthry, bilbop of Dunkeld, and James 
Guthry the celebrated martyr. This 1 man, or ber- 
haps his brother, with Semple and ſome ather 
reachers in 1661 *, were at the head of an army | 
of 2000 men, in defence of their preſbyt 
principles 0 They ſurpriſed Sir James Turner, a C | 
| es petſecutor, at Dundee, and reſolved to put 
him. to death, but making fome diſcoveries from - 
: his Papers, chat he did not go beyond his aythd- 
rity in his proceedings againſt them, they bu. 
mainly ſaved his Ufe, Elated with their ſucceſs, | 
they marched. towards Edinburgh, but their 1 num- ; 
bers weariegl of the enterpriſe, infenfibly diminiſh | 
| tl y were forced to encamp upon the 
nd 1 Hills, having only 800 men. They 


„Hume, vol. 7. cap. 64 
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.ete.there Attacked. by the King's forces. U En- 

_ comagtd:by;Gathry, for we de not find mention 
of any other; perſon. of emlinence preſent at this 

voction, they e e but that n 
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4 
Te ars battle and the one at Bothwell bridge and 
Dunbar, have given riſe to a, cenſure not akoge- 
Ather untrue, “That the Scots in their religious 
Zquarells, inverted- the law of nature. All other 
nations, When fighting for their religion, are wbn- 


2ikterfully cobrageous, and will ſhed. the laſh drop of 


their blood before they yield; but they, a brave 
nuand warkke people, neyer drew their Guards junfler 


tze banners of e en but they turned arrant 


vic and anden re 52 Frabably this . 
* cn WH the liſt of the; miniſters of, the ſe- 
Ra xe diſtinguiſh the celebrated Mr, Ebene- 
er Erſkine, one of the: frft. founders; f that 
church, his nephew; Mr Ralph Erſkine!s. Jon, 
and Mr Bofton, all voluminous polemical writers 


on the diſputative points of PONY theolog. 
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55 „„ 
i 
1 Probably Higgins in his Hi. of Evg, has caries the 
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Ae 8 of the provoſts of the Tow inclent- 
y was a black gown which tied wnderitheehin, 
wräßt round his ſhoulders, and was narrow at the 
_ top,” gradually inereaſing in dimenfions us it cùme 
to the bottom; he alſo wore bands ke a clergy- 
man. | 
bas gd flow diod-36 5n0 a bas „sd znT : 
230 In may derem of ſome-ooriſequeneeko 
1eceediuge” generatidus to 'khow; (if this work 
Poſterity) chat che Tun of Bthing 
Volunteers, dee erchants, 


15 Aer d þ ereiſocof toad” — 
ad efficers commilſioned' by the Crown to in- 
da chem in military diſeipline. Thie iaſtitutlen, 
_ *""which is'tniverfal over the kingdom is:certainly 
ant alt tiges a wife one, hut it is particular wur- 
A ratite® at this time by ihe fntuation of Europe, 
gtd cäil be ealled nothing elle bült the prefiaving 
f wier aur Peabadble-"incy to keep the turbulent 
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